
  September 2023
 ONOCÎTO PÎSIM Mating Moon

Tansi kahkiyaw!

Welcome back to another school year! We are so excited to see our awasak returning! We have many classes 
that are full already! This newsletter will come home with students and will also be emailed to parents. The 
parent handbook will be emailed and posted on Facebook and our website as well. 

We are so excited to have 4 new teachers join our team. We have Lori Young teaching grade 3, Cherisse Pruden 
and Kaylyn Buffalo teaching grade 4 and Keianna McCormack in grade 2! Welcome! You can meet with your 
child’s teacher in person on September 14 for our Meet the Staff night! We will also have our Counselors, 
Speech and Language assistants, Cree teachers, and Dental hygienist available for questions as well. We would 
love to have some parents join us for our Parent Lighthouse Team (PAC) at 5:00 pm on the stage that same 
evening. We have some great gifts for the participants! Hope to see you there!

The cornerstones of what we stand for continue to be based upon three important initiatives: Cree culture and 
language, Literacy, and Leadership. We work hard to ensure these “three pillars” are promoted and weaved 
into everything we do. We want our children to be successful Cree leaders who are proud of who they are and 
have a strong literacy foundation. You can help by ensuring your child is getting adequate sleep, minimizing video 
gaming, and sending your child to school every day on time.  All of this will improve the academic achievement 
and well being of your children.  

We will be continuing to reinforce Leadership in our awasak this year. We renewed our Lighthouse status with 
the Leader in Me last year.  Did you know we are the first Indigenous school in the world to be awarded with such 
an honor?  We will be starting with our many Leadership teams shortly so students can choose activities that they 
love! They also have Leadership jobs in their classrooms. 

We look forward to a fantastic year! Our priority is to build relationships and make our students and parents feel 
safe in our school. We continue to work to close the gap in learning that happened during the pandemic. Please 
ensure your kiddos are getting lots of sleep and coming every day and on time! Drop off is at 8:30 and pick up 
is at 3:30. Please don’t hesitate to call me anytime at the school. 

Ekosi!  

Doris Auger
Principal

Principal: Doris Auger
Email: dorisauger@maskwacised.ca
Vice Principal: Patricia Walker
Vice Principal: Melanie Nanaquawetung
Admin Assistant: Jackie Littlechild
Box 420, Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0
EES: 585-3760  Fax: 585-2001





Parent Info

● All students must be registered 
and updated online on the MESC 
website

● Please wait for your children 
outside if you are picking them 
up. 

● Please do not drop them off 
earlier than 8:30 am, or pick them 
up early before 3:30 pm as well. 

● Parents must call to make an 
appointment to meet with 
teachers or administration. 

● Please send indoor shoes with 
your child.

● All visitors and parents must sign 
in at the front.

Tansi,
Welcome back Students , Teachers, 
Parents and Guardians. 

We, the Dental team, hope you all had 
a wonderful summer and we look 
forward to working with you all 
throughout the new school year.
Reminder to get Authorization 
(Consent) forms below signed & 
returned. And always remember, a 
brush a day will keep the sugar bugs 
away.

Ay hay
The Dental team,
Evane Jukes - Dental Practitioner
Nicole Montour - COHI Aide

Lunches

● Lunch and snacks are provided for all 
students. 

● If you choose to send lunch or snacks 
with your child, please send them with 
your child in the morning.

● Please do not send items that need to be 
microwaved.

● Refillable water bottles are provided
● Pop and Energy drinks are not allowed at 

school!

Timetable

8:25 - 8:40 - Student Drop-off
9:00 - 9:40 - period 1

9:40 - 10:20 - period 2
10:20 -10:35 - DPA/Div 1 recess

10:35-11:15 - period 3
11:15 -11:55 - period 4

11:55-12:35 - lunch
12:35 - 1:15 - period 5
1:15 -1:55 - period 6

1:55-2:10 - DPA /Div 2 recess 
2:10 - 2:50 - period 7
2:50-3:30 - period 8

3:30 - 3:40 - Student Pick up





Counselling 
Tanisi families,
Welcome back–we are so excited to have the awasisak back in the school! Coming back to school can 
cause some tricky feelings, especially after long breaks. The Institute for Child Psychology has some 
great ideas for helping with this that we’ve listed below. You can also follow them on facebook 
(@instituteofchildpsychology) for other great ideas. And our school counsellors are always happy to 
help as well–just let us know!
How to Make Drop off Easier

1. Practice drop offs before the break is over. Getting used to walking up to the school can help.
2. Validate their feelings, but let them know they can handle it: “It can be scary but you are safe 

and can do it!
3. Remind them when you will return
4. Connect before drop off. This could be hug, high five, etc.
5. Connect them with a safe adult at the school.
6. Give them a note or stuffy to remind them that you are thinking of them when they are at 

school.

Ekosi pitima!
Christie Dewald ekwa Frans Erickson
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Terry Fox Run!
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Labour Day
NO SCHOOL

Takwâkin 
ohnikikomaw 4-6
Parent Lighthouse 
Meeting 5pm

First Day of 
Classes

PD Day
No School
Pipe 
Ceremony

National Day of 
Truth and 
Reconciliation
NO SCHOOL

September Lunch Menu!

Orange 
shirt day

September 
Newsletter 
goes home.

Grade 4 
Cultural Field 
trip.

Interactions 
Field trip
Corn maze 

Treaty 
6 

week

Kohkom 
ekwa 
kimosôm 
Kîsikâw




