
  September 2025
 ONOCÎTO PÎSIM Mating Moon

Tansi kahkiyaw!

Welcome back to another school year! We are so excited to see our awasak returning! We have many classes that are full 
already! This newsletter will come home with students and will also be emailed to parents. The parent handbook will be 
emailed and posted on Facebook and our website as well. 

We are excited to have 1 new teacher join our team. We have Donovan Auger joining us in grade 6! Welcome! You can 
meet with your child’s teacher in person on September 18th for our Meet the Staff night! We will also have our 
Counselors, Speech and Language assistants, Cree teachers, and Dental hygienist available for questions as well. Our 
Cree teachers this year are Carolyn Mackinaw (grade 2 & 5), Erin Joseph (grade 1 & 4), Lisa Auger (grade 3 & 6) and 
Rusty Burns (Interactions). They would love you to visit them as well! We would also love to have some parents join us for 
our Parent Lighthouse Team (PAC) at 5:00 pm on the stage that same evening. We have some great gifts for the 
participants! Hope to see you there!

The cornerstones of what we stand for continue to be based upon three important initiatives: Cree culture and language, 
Literacy, and Leadership. We work hard to ensure these “three pillars” are promoted and weaved into everything we do. 
We want our children to be successful Cree leaders who are proud of who they are and have a strong literacy foundation. 
You can help by ensuring your child is getting adequate sleep, minimizing video gaming, and sending your child to school 
every day on time.  All of this will improve the academic achievement and well being of your children.  

We will be continuing to reinforce Leadership in our awasak this year. We have Lighthouse status with the Leader in Me 
and are the first Indigenous school in the world to be do this!  We will be starting with our many Leadership teams shortly 
so students can choose activities that they love! They also have Leadership jobs in their classrooms. Awasak learn to be in 
charge of themselves and their learning!

We look forward to a fantastic year! Our priority is to build relationships and make our students and parents feel safe in our 
school. Please remember that students are not allowed to bring phones to school. Please ensure your kiddos are 
getting lots of sleep and coming every day and on time! Drop off is at 8:25 and pick up is at 3:20. Please don’t hesitate 
to call or email me anytime at the school. 

Ekosi!  

Doris Auger
Principal

Principal: Doris Auger
Email: dorisauger@maskwacised.ca
Vice Principal: Patricia Walker
Vice Principal: Melanie Nanaquawetung
Box 420, Maskwacis, AB T0C 1N0
EES: 585-3760  Fax: 585-2001





Reminders

● All students must be registered and 
have their demographics updated on 
the MESC Parent Portal website

● Please wait for your children outside if 
you are picking them up. 

● Please do not drop them off earlier 
than 8:25 am, or pick them up early 
before 3:20 pm as well. 

● Parents must call to make an 
appointment to meet with teachers or 
administration. 

● Please send indoor shoes with your 
child with their names on them.

● All parents and visitors must sign in 
at the front door and proceed to the 
front office.

● Bussing and pick-up changes will not 
be accepted after 3:00.

Dental Info

Tansi!
Welcome back Students, Teachers, 
Parents and Guardians. 

The Dental team, hopes you all had a 
wonderful summer and we look forward to 
working with each of you throughout the 
new school year.
Reminder to get Authorization (Consent) 
forms signed & returned to us in the office, 
the form is at the back of this newsletter. 
And always remember, to brush after 
every meal.

Ay hay
The Dental team

Lunches

● Lunch and snacks are provided for all 
students. 

● If you choose to send lunch or snacks 
with your child, please send them with 
your child in the morning.

● Please do not send items that need to be 
microwaved.

● Refillable water bottles are provided
● Pop and Energy drinks are not allowed at 

school!

Timetable

8:25 - 8:40 - Student Drop-off
8:40 - 8:50 - Announcements

8:50 - 9:30 - Period 1
9:30 - 10:10 - Period 2

10:10 -10:25 - DPA/Div 1 Recess
10:25-11:05 - Period 3
11:05 -11:45 - Period 4

11:45-12:25 - Lunch
12:25 - 1:05 - Period 5
1:05 -1:45 - Period 6

1:45-2:00 - DPA/Div 2 Recess 
2:00 - 2:40 - Period 7
2:40-3:20 - Period 8

3:20 - 3:30 - Student Pick up



Tansi kahkiyaw!

I hope everyone had a fun and relaxing summer! For those of you who don’t 
know me, my name is Tania Lawrence. I am so excited to begin another 
wonderful year in the library. I have been teaching for 29 years (19 at EES!), 
and my passion is children’s literature and helping students develop a 
lifelong love of reading. Outside of school, I am a proud mom to one 
daughter, who is finishing her university degree at the U of A in the Faculty 
of Native Studies. I also love weightlifting, coffee, hockey, reading, and 
doing anything outdoors.

This year in the library, students in grades 1–6 will have many exciting 
opportunities to learn, create, and explore. Together, we’ll enjoy reading 
and discovering books, building and inventing in the Makerspace and STEM 
lab, and strengthening important literacy skills. We’ll also be hatching 
chickens and butterflies again—a favorite experience for many students! We 
will be continuing our weekly challenges, participating in a read-a-thon, 
and we will welcome a Library Fish to join us!

In addition, students can look forward to joining our Craft and Walking 
Clubs (for both Division 1 and 2), and older students will have the chance to 
apply to become Junior Librarians. We will also be holding our annual Book 
Fair this year from September 15th-19th.

This year, all classroom teachers will have the chance to collaborate with me 
on projects that support curricular outcomes, connecting what we do in the 
library and Makerspace with what students are learning in class. I am very 
excited to be able to support our students’ learning with this hands-on, 
project-based initiative! 

If you would like to volunteer in the library, I can always use a hand! Please 
contact me at the school and we will figure out what you would like to do 
and a time that is convenient! 

It’s going to be a year full of curiosity, creativity, and fun, and I can’t wait 
to share it with our awasak in the library.

Ekosi,
Tania Lawrence

Library News! 



Tanisi families,
Welcome to EES! Each month, we get to contribute to the newsletter and share tips for helping 
awasisak adjust and build skills for mental wellness and skill building. This month we’ve 
focused on making the transition to school–which is tricky for many! Hopefully you will find 
something that helps.

Transitioning Back to School—Making the Start Successful

The start of a new school year is an exciting time, but it can also feel overwhelming for kids 
and parents. Here are some tips to help make the transition smooth and successful:

● Set routines early:
○ Create regular bedtime and morning schedules to help your child feel prepared.
○ Tip: Use visual reminders, like a checklist, for tasks such as packing their bag or 

brushing their teeth.
● Talk about feelings:

○ Ask your child how they’re feeling about the new year—excited, nervous, or both?
○ Let them know it’s normal to feel a mix of emotions. Sharing your own school 

memories can help too!
● Ease separation anxiety:

○ If your child is worried about leaving home, reassure them that you’ll see them 
after school and talk about their day.

○ A comforting note in their lunchbox can make them feel connected during the day.
● Encourage friendships:

○ Talk to your child about being kind and reaching out to others who may feel shy or 
new.

○ Tip for parents: Set up playdates to strengthen social bonds.

The first few weeks are an adjustment, but with a little planning and encouragement, your child 
will feel more confident and ready to learn. If you or your child need support, the school 
counsellors are here to help. Let’s make this year a great one!

Ekosi pitima!

Christie Dewald christiedewald@maskwacised.ca  
Frans Erickson franserickson@maskwacised.ca

Counsellor’s
Corner

mailto:christiedewald@maskwacised.ca
mailto:fanserickson@maskwacised.ca




Meet the Staff Night

Sept 18th, 2025 
4:00- 6:00 pm









September 2025
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Labour Day
NO SCHOOL

Takwâkin 
ohnikikomaw 4-6
Parent Lighthouse 
Meeting 5pm

First Day of 
Classes

PD Day
No School

National Day 
for  Truth and 
Reconciliation
NO SCHOOL

September Lunch Menu!

Orange Shirt 
Day!
Flag raising

September 
Newsletter 
goes home.

Treaty 6 
week

Kohkom ekwa 
kimosôm 
Kîsikâw

Assembly at 
10:30 am.

The Book 
Fair Begins 
(15 to 18)

Nehiyawatsowin
Sage picking

Nehiyawatsowin
Sage cleaning








